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. ',-nﬂ! :; __ WASHINGTON POST
18 June 1986 ~

I JACK ANDERSON AND DALE VAN ATTA - I

Mexican President Fights Corruption

en. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) has taken a lot of gh bribery, influence peddling and .,
heat for his hearings on corruption in Mexico. illegal ing hi ally
But while he may be faulted for lack of tact,
there is no denying the seriousness of the problem.
. In past columns, we have exposed massive,
top-to-bottom corruption.
Privately, the Mexicans themselves acknowledge
this. The same high Mexican officials who complain

admitted to Dale Van Atta on his three recent visits .. L0C that e Wi wil

about the indignity of the Senate disclosures readily

to Mexico that corruption is a critical problem that ﬁ@%ﬁf‘ "'t;m% o cimpdign, ot Jeast for a
must be curbed. L i quickly or casting the net too widely.”
The CIA and other U.S. intelligence a encies T———-%—-—-—bs We pointed out two years ago in a series on
Inteligence Estimate on Mesicr omse 29821 the high-level corruption and profiteering that were

ntellig aco, ey give bringing the country to its knees, Mexico’s
y ; — problems have a far more direct and important

mﬁmmm?mh as effect on the United S}atu than those of Nicaragua
worked to distance himself from the e ious and El Salvador combined.
orruption and failures of Presi

c 2 Portillo The Helms Foreign Relations subcommittee that
(1976-1982) . . . by pursuing an anticorruption deals with Mexico had planned to hold hearings last

cam that has inclu e imprisonment of at fall. A key Helms aide wrote a memo to the senator
rea_ga_a_g_n_{_st one former high official and revelations o listing the topics for the hearing: U.S. economic aid
,‘ abuses by others, and by projecting an image of to Mexico; “Mexican crimes against Americans”
fairness, competence and ity. (such as the murder of a U.S. narcotics agent in
n secret su that the most ~ February 1985), “corruption in Mexico,” “fraud in
serious t to s government w: Mexican elections,” “failure of land reform” and
bem wm'zha"'Jt he !is not livingupto  “religious persecution.”
is campai se of “moral renovatiog.” The hearings were postponed because of the
lnl t exicans in a nt poll said Mexico City earthquakes last September, and then
Mﬁg‘ ==

be country’s they were delayed further by other foreign-policy
fault of corrupt or ine% % who enriched crises: the fall of Haitian dictator Jean-Claude (Baby
themselves while in office,” the intelligence report Doc) Duvalier and the ouster of Philippine

states, It adds: - President Ferdinand Marcos.
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Reagan Warned of Instability in Mexico

he Central Intelligence A
7 gency has told Beca .
T i l;:flsd:}l:: ‘ﬁeag,an that there is at least a us. intgl?gt::czs :ma tes represent the view of all
will collapse within that the Mexican government  case of the predictig encis, dissent is noted. In the
alarming jud ¢ next five years. This majority of the * on of Mexico's collapse, the
House tg Judgment was delivered to the White a J:ed y of the “intelligence community principals®
that, if wo )};? ars ago, but our CIA sources tell us Cglz' , but five representatives disagreed with the
the as ta&};; ng, it t\;:a:; an optimistic appraisal, In A': mmth tic opinion.
problems b 3’:"’5' eg' pointed out, Mexico’s Wﬂliax:nf Cam who agreed were CIA Director
of il has fallen gfl‘:l“::‘}zaggg:z[}tglm ieaps 3s the price then-dire;:tors:fy; tlf' t.h?e.n. Lincoln Faurer, ‘
hit the headlines, ection fraud have  Rear Adm, John L. Butts, s o vl
» *Of Na'

The prediction of possible disaste . intellj

. h r . gence, and th partment”
:: :s tcliat\nsslﬁcid I;Iational Intelligence Esmi:ngxged intelligence unit, © Treasury De ent's
fnost important appraisal of a country that th Disagreeing were Lt. .
‘“%‘fg%cga?arggmt{ p;ovides 3r§resident.e ﬁefense Intelligence Agg,e; gﬁ;‘;"’;{,ﬂ’ iliams,

. '€ 99-page estimate began: “The Mexican Jiontgomery, head of th e .
By i s e 3 s ey I S e G, Wi £

ast 30 years. Ultimately, of om, Maj, Gen, James Pf: °d Bri
course, the preservation of Mexico’s stabilj o i intelliven 2 and Brig. Gen.
) ity will arry Smith, the int i
rest on the skill and competence of jts leadezs and Air Force and Marin?goe;? :?s;e:sc‘t)i?e};; AArlll’ng v
- » . 0 ve

on the strength of its political fabric.*
rength of its abric, have since moved on ¢
M :,tu c:;ﬁtmnﬁg. lwe judge that in the end the The dissenters’ v?e\: ;tahseq:bs. ! “Whil
e camp: :h l:akl;)('s;;em ;s hketaiy to remain intact®  Mexico will experience increglsee;::liteinaglm: ‘
n i pants: instabilit i i socia

r pants Y associated i i
e e oy o o S
chance that during the period of this e destabilason fos e i

. age - L3 - mhual
f&mmuﬁpﬁggntge rtemainder B presiden ;!estabnhutxon during the period of this estimate is

'8 term, which ends in 1 iti
i ) in 1988, com ilizati
g e aher s accesors 0 wold vy o deablton o Mesio
work within the syatem, combiLa I iCLCCS AOW at  Opposition with dedicated hadery - L2s
)y ined with internal cha_nenging one of the most dﬁﬁﬂ'ﬁ&fmt

political opposition and perha,
: ! n PS external pressure, political ms in Latin
will result in the political destabilization of Ma:i;.' felltl this wasysst:nhkel' my in thAmeﬁ?.- o fsseaters
e near future,”

—

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/11/06 : CIA-RDP90B01390R000100070016-5



IGTON Post :

© r——————

T o .

WAsHveToR PosT .

N Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/11/06 : CIA-RDP90B01390R000100070016-5

WEDNESDAY, JuLy 2, 1986 E21

| JACK ANDERSON and DALE VAN ATTA

In Mexico, the Pols vs. the Technocrats

brought on a crucial struggle at the highest

levels of the country’s political system. The
outcome will have a great impact on the United
States, for it could decide whether our neighbor
struggles out of its desperate situation or succumbs
to violent revolution.

The battle for control of the government—and
ultimately for the hearts and minds of the Mexican
people—is between the “technicos” (technocrats)
who are now in control and the “politicos” (old-line
party bosses) who yearn to regain their old power.

The struggle has drawn close scrutiny by U.S.
analysts, and is summarized like this in the most
recent, highly classified National Intelligence
Estimate:

“In contrast to the first six presidents in the
modern Mexican system, [President Miguel] de la
Madrid and his two predecessors all rose to the top
largely by dint of their performances as regime
bureaucrats. All three appointed men of similar
backgrounds to most of their Cabinet posts, and
most of [de la Madrid’s] current Cabinet
secretaries have never held elective office.

“Opposition to this trend comes from the older
generation of state and regional political bosses and
from others concerned with economic
mismanagement. One critic . . . lamented the
declining role of the old political hands and
predicted that they will have to be brought back
into positions of influence to help guide the country
through its current problems. . . . They fear that
the new class of technocrats will be unable to
maintain the support of the masses.”

M exico’s serious economic problems have

In other words, the party bosses will be needed
to sugarcoat the bitter pill of austerity the
technocrats have prescribed for Mexico,

“The tension between technocrats and politicians
is one that is heavily freighted with historical and
psychological baggage,” the intelligence estimate
continues, “because the former bear a striking
resemblance to the ‘cientificos’—the scientific ones
who came to control the country’s political
economy in the years before the Revolution. That
violent upheaval had many causes, but high among
them was the arrogance and detachment from the
masses of the president and his circle of
technocratic advisers.”

Even if the technocrats are peacefully ousted, it
would have serious implications for the United
States. The Harvard-educated de la Madrid is
probably the most genuinely pro-U.S., president of
Mexico in decades.

~ The president’s popularity is slipping, though

how widespread the slippage is cannot be
determined. The derisive whistles that greeted him
at the World Cup soccer opening—considering the
high prices of the tickets—indicated only that
middle- and upper-class Mexicans are unhappy over
his austerity program.

As for the president, a few days after his
nomination by the ruling PRI party—which has
been tantamount to election for more than half a
century—a journalist asked him if he was a
technico or a politico.

“Politicians are the ones who win the nominations
and the elections,” he replied.
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